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Tevi is the oldest daughter of Red, who in turn is the daughter of the Queen of Storenseg. In this
matrilineal society, the women are the warriors and the men are small, weak, and serve in roles
as housekeepers, babysitters, and servants. Tevi does not belong. She is awkward—not good
with a sword or any type of weapon—and the leaders of Storenseg do not believe she possesses
any useful leadership skills. Her younger sister, Laff, is far better suited for power and ruling.
Unfortunately, Tevi makes the mistake of revealing feelings for a woman, and in this profoundly
heterosexist society, that is cause for death or exile. Like the ugly duckling, Tevi is a disgrace in
the eyes of all her people.

Rather than sentence her own granddaughter to death, the Queen sends Tevi on an impossible
mission to recover a chalice stolen under odd circumstances. In anguish, the 19-year-old woman
embarks upon a journey to other lands. In classic Quest form, Tevi goes out in the world and this

is when the fun starts. While learning new skills and finding talents she didn't know she had, she
encounters wayfarers, sorcerers, enchanted castles, witches, wild animals, dwarves, and magic—
and Jemeryl, who is a young Sorceress who not only saves Tevi from a terrible fate, but also
proves critical in formulating a search for the stolen chalice. As it turns out, Tevi's quest has
much further reaching ramifications than anyone back in Storenseg ever imagined.

Originally published as Parts One and Two of Lorimal's Chalice, this new incarnation leads off a
series that will include a second book, THE TRAITOR AND THE CHALICE (June 2006), which
comprised Parts Three and Four of Lorimal's Chalice, and the all-new third book, THE
EMPRESS AND THE ACOLYTE (October 2006).

THE EXILE AND THE SORCERER is a mesmerizing read, a tour-de-force packed with
adventure, ordeals, complex twists and turns, and the internal introspection of appealing
characters. The author writes effortlessly, handling the size and scope of the book with ease. Not
since the fantasy works of Elizabeth Moon and Lynn Flewelling have | been so thoroughly
engrossed in a tale. This is knockout fiction, tantalizingly told, and beautifully packaged. It
receives my very highest recommendation.

Reprinted with permission.
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Jane Fletcher once again has written an exciting fantasy story for everyone. Though she
sets her stories in foreign worlds where the traditional role of women are reversed, her
characters (are) all too familiar in their inner lives and thoughts. Unlike the Celaeno
series (which I highly recommend) where there are no men, this series incorporates male
characters that help round out the story nicely...

...Fletcher has a way of balancing the fantasy with the human drama in a precise way.
She never gets caught up in the minor details of the environment and forgets to tell the
story, which happens too often in fantasy fiction...

...With Fletcher writing such strong work, readers of fantasy will continue to grow.

Excerpted from the Lambda Book Report Summer 2006
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