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Body image and self-esteem are the serious subjects underlying 
the light tone of this lively romance and its engagingly unorthodox 
heroine… 

 …Goldsby, skillfully mixing sharp humor and incisive insight, 
sorts out…emotional issues with solid plotting—and plenty of hot 
sex on the side. 

  
 

-Richard Labonte, Book Marks, Q Syndicate, has been reading, editing, selling, and 
writing about queer literature since the mid-70s. 

 
 
 

Excerpt reprinted with permission. 
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Such a Pretty Face refers to the often used expression for an overweight woman. It's 
usually followed by, "it's too bad she's so heavy". Mia Sanchez's mother has said these 
words to Mia for as long as she can remember. Mia dreads the Sunday brunches where her 
brother-in-law stares at her breasts while her mother counts every bite she eats. Now, 
saying Mia has "really let yourself go", her lover, Brenda, has left her. 
  
Ryan Benson learned construction skills from her grandfather. She is now working for a 
contractor who is remodeling the building where Mia works. The two women strike up a 
friendship. When Ryan is accused of stealing, and is fired, Mia offers her a place to stay 
and a job making repairs on her house. The two women become friends, each trying to 
ignore the sparks which fly between them. The plot thickens when Brenda returns and 
discovers a much fitter, trim Mia. 
  
Such a Pretty Face skillfully examines the deep messages each of us are given about body 
image, professions and status. As Mia, Ryan, and their friends sort out relationships, they 
also learn that being beautiful includes a lot more than just a pretty face. It's an enjoyable 
read that challenges making superficial assumptions. 
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Such a Pretty Face marks the amazing debut novel by Gabrielle Goldsby from Bold 
Strokes Books.  A delightful read with solid storytelling and engaging characters the 
reader is immediately drawn into one woman’s journey of self-discovery... Mia takes 
a journey to transform her life not only physically but emotionally as well. 
 
Mia’s story…is written with deep emotion and Goldsby brings the reader into her 
painful transformation each step deftly.  Mia and Ryan are full developed and 
appealing… 
 
…a well-written story from this fresh new author.  I look forward to her next tale. 
 

 
Excerpt of Cecelia’ss Corner review article in the Fall 2007 Lambda Book Report 
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