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Set in the Southwest, Hearts Aflame takes the reader to a working cattle ranch. Krista 
Wyler has been called back to the family ranch to help her beloved aunt, who is dying. 
Once there, she learns that her uncle has elder dementia, and that the ranch is in financial 
trouble. With the help of Rae Jarrett, the local vet, Krista decides to turn the place into a 
dude ranch, and teach city slickers how to herd cattle. 
  
Hearts Aflame takes the reader on the rough and tumble ride of the cattle drive. Heat, 
flood, and a sexual pervert are all part of the adventure. Heat also appears between Krista 
and Rae. The twists and turns of the plot engage the reader all the way to the satisfying 
conclusion. 
 
 
 

 
Reprinted with permission. 
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Sleek storytelling and terrific characters are the backbone of Ronica Blake’s third 
and best novel,  Hearts Aflame.  Prepare to hop on for an emotional ride with this 
thrilling story of love in the outback… 
 
…Along with the romance of Krista and Rae, the secondary storylines such as 
Krista’s fear of horses and an uncle suffering from Alzheimer’s are told with depth 
and warmth.  Black also draws in the reader by utilizing the weather as a metaphor 
for the sexual and emotional tension in all the storylines.  Wonderful storytelling and 
rich characterization make this a high recommendation. 
 

 
Excerpt of Cecelia’ss Corner review article in the Fall 2007 Lambda Book Report 
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