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CHAPTER ONE

I have a legal emergency. Can you call me? Now.  
911.

rows of the gallery. All these parties conferred with each other in 
their various interpretations of whispers. The result was controlled 

© 2011 Bold Strokes Books



CARSEN TAITE

He was charged with two second degree felony drug possession cases 

dealing occupation. The only chance he had of breaking free was 

to offer anything less than ten years in the state penitentiary, she had 

life back. 

condition of his probation, he could be brought back to court and 
sentenced to serve anywhere up to the full twenty years. He said he 
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distinguish between clients who told her what she wanted to hear in 

got out. The Q and A ran long.

good ones. 

other prosecutors and a heavy court docket. He probably believed he 
should be accorded a little deference in the way he chose to dispose 

he was no longer accountable to her. 
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Hell, admit it to yourself. You wouldn’t oppose an offer of special 
consideration from Ms. Logan

which would have been a total loser for her client, until she got a 

ass too, but those details she would keep to herself. Bill’s voice cut 
into her thoughts.

looking he was probably shaking his head as she walked away.

As Brett waited in a long line to speak to a prosecutor about 
a pending case, she felt the insistent vibration of her BlackBerry 
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a heavy docket of court-appointed cases because she felt it was 

Tony’s pronounced sigh conveyed his resignation to the fact he 

for the attention of the prosecutors assigned to this particular court. 
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distinguishing characteristic between their work area and the closet-
like space accorded to the court’s chief prosecutor was the presence 

a career prosecutor. Anyone who had worked in and around Dallas 

according less discretion to the prosecutors she supervised. 
She even looks like a hard-ass.

perfectly pressed. Brett looked down at her own wrinkled suit and 

courthouse without looking as though she had slept in her clothes. 

tight braid. 

probably an integral part of her identity as a top dog at the DA’s 

whether she ever let her guard down. 

I hope you are 
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pulling into the parking lot. I can only restrain Mrs. Jarvis for so 
long! Brett looked once again at the line of attorneys in front of her, 

an excellent prosecutor. He wasn’t showy, but he worked hard and 

boss, the elected district attorney, earlier in the week. 

“If I were him, I’d consider quitting. He’s worked on this case 
for months and I’m supposed to walk in there and rip it out from 
under him?”

“Ryan, you need to get your name in the news. Unfortunately, 

headline, and the press will cover the front page with stories about 
this case and all your past victories. All that free press will bring the 
donations rolling in. Take the Edwards case. It’s juicy, and the trial 
will last for days.”

“Sir, it wasn’t that long ago I had my own court. I remember 
what it’s like to be in charge and then have someone from upstairs 
come yank it out from under you.”

He ignored the implication. “Don’t ‘sir’ me. If you want my job, 
you have to trust me.” 
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inserting herself into a case, especially when it was a blatant grab at 

her lead on the case was Duncan’s, but she decided hiding behind 

waiting crowd to hear.
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